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The issues to be considered in regional plans are identified in the basic policy, and each 

local government is developing their own plan following the central government’s proposals. 

 

- The Committee on Implementing Measures to Deal with Marine Litter 

As stipulated by the Law, the Committee on Implementing Measures to Deal with Marine 

Litter has met at least once a year since 2009. The Committee aims to set up 

comprehensive, effective, and efficient measures to deal with marine litter issues in 

coordination with relevant ministries. This Committee consists of the Cabinet Secretary; 

members of the Cabinet Office; the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications; the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology; the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; the Forestry Agency; the 

Fisheries Agency; the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry; the Ministry of Land, 

Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism; the Meteorological Agency; the Coast Guard; and the 

Ministry of the Environment. An expert sub-committee has also been set up to provide 

advice to the Committee on promoting measures. The sub-committee consists of scientists, 

NGOs, and relevant authorities. 

 

Cooperation among the central government, local governments and other 

entities 

- Regional Green New Deal Fund 

The central government provided financial support through the Green New Deal Fund for 

the disposal and prevention of marine litter by local governments. The total budget was 

about US$70 million for three years (2009–2011). The Green New Deal Fund supported 

activities on formulating regional plans, cleanup activities and disposal of marine litter, and 

raising public awareness on marine litter. A total of 5 billion Japanese Yen (about US$63 

million) was spent on collection and disposal of marine litter by 34 local governments.  

 

Korea 

Measures and policies of the central government for preventing marine litter  

- Korean National Marine Debris Monitoring Program 

In order to analyze the quantity, types, and sources of marine litter in Korea, as well as its 

accumulation and trends over time, the Korean central government implemented the Korean 

National Marine Debris Monitoring Program since 2008. This program selected 20 
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- The First Basic Plan for the Management of Marine Litter 

The First Basic Plan for the Management of Marine Litter (2009–2013) was established in 

2009. This plan has four main implementation strategies, 1) prevention and minimization of 

marine litter generation, 2) improvement of marine litter treatment, 3) development of a 

framework for marine litter management, 4) increasing public awareness and international 

cooperation. The plan aims to reduce annual marine litter generation by 20% (from 160,000 

tons in 2007 to 130,000 tons in 2013) and to increase the proportion of annual marine litter 

collected by 11% (34% in 2007 to 45% in 2013). Based on the four main implementation 

strategies, 28 actions have been taken, including the installation of trash booms. 

 

- Cleanup of land-based litter in the five major river basins 

The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) reported that a total of 131,000 tons of litter entered 

the Korean seas from 15 rivers in 2007. To reduce outflow of litter via rivers, an integrated 

river basin management scheme is needed as well as collecting litter using trash booms. In 

order to reduce the amount of litter entering the sea, the MOE formulated the Basic Plan for 

Management of Litter in Five Major Rivers and Estuaries in 2008. It adopted a drainage 

basin management approach to deal with the litter problem in rivers, emphasizing 

cooperation and collaboration among upstream and downstream areas (Fig. 6). It also 

includes a plan to increase the number of collection and disposal facilities, such as trash 

booms, in rivers and estuaries. The basic plan calls for clean-up activities to be undertaken 

before the rainy season, to minimize the amount of litter being brought into rivers and seas. 

Clean-up projects are carried out at various sites from upstream areas down to estuaries, 

including dams, forests, cities, rural areas, construction sites, midstream areas, and 

estuaries. The Watershed Management Fund provides financial support for the projects to 

collect litter in areas upstream of dams used to supply drinking water.  

The MOE also supports local governments in river basins that are willing to make 

agreements on cost-sharing. Research was conducted to establish the principles of 

cost-sharing among local governments for the Han, Nakdong, Geum, Youngsan, and 

Seomjin rivers in 2008. With the support of the MOE, local governments in five major river 

basins signed agreements by 2009. The MOE also has plans to provide a total of 8 billion 

won (about US$7 million) for projects to collect litter in estuaries. The quantity of litter 

removed from rivers doubled after implementation of the basic plan, from 21,000 tons in 

2007 to over 40,000 tons after 2009. A total of 150,000 tons of litter was collected at a cost 

of 24,523 million won (about US$21 million) during the period 2009–2011 (Table 3). 
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